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Day 2 of the 2023 South Dakota Governor's Ag Summit started with a warm welcome from Lake
Area Tech President Tiffany Sanderson. We were able to tour the LATC Ag Department facilities on
campus and get an overview of the exciting new innovative technology that LATC strives to offer.
We were able to see a drone demonstration after a brief overview of the use of drones in
agriculture.

We then proceeded to Milbank, South Dakota where we had a delightful lunch at their new 4H
building, accompanied by valuable insights from Valley Queen Cheese leadership into the milk
collection, cheese-making, and distribution processes. The tour concluded with an inspiring
showcase of their commendable philanthropic initiatives within the community and an insightful
driving tour of their ongoing expansion project.
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With Input from SD Dairy, SD DANR provides comments to FDA on Labeling of Plant-

Based Beverages:

In consult with SD Dairy, the South Dakota De-
partment of Ag and Natural Resources submitted
comments on behalf of the dairy industry to the
Food and Drug Administration relative to pro-
posed guidance for labeling of plant-based alter-
native beverages and the use of milk in their
marketing. Essentially DANR voiced concern
that consumers have a lack of understanding
regarding nutrients in plant-based alternatives as
truly compared to real dairy milk products, and
that plant-based companies who are benefiting
from mis-using the work milk in their advertising
will not stop simply due to a “voluntary standard”
included in the proposal.

SD Dairy appreciates the support of SD DANR in
submitting these comments and will continue
working with NMPF and others to continue ef-
forts to stop the use of false information when it
comes to the use of milk in plant-based advertis-
ing and promotion.

DANR'’s full comments are included in an attach-
ment, and the introduction and beginning state-
ment is copied here to the right ->>>>>

DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE

and NATURAL RESOURCES
JOE FOSS BUILDING

523 E. CAPITOL AVE

PIERRE SD 57501-3182

danr.sd.gov

July 20, 2023

Food and Drug Administration
5630 Fishers Lane, rm. 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Submitted via www.regulation.gov
Docket No.: FDA-2023-D-0451

Re: South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources’
(DANR) Comments on Docket Number. FDA-2023-D-0451, “Labeling of
Plant-based Milk Alternatives and Voluntary Nutrient Statements; Draft
Guidance for Industry”

To whom it may concern,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed labeling of plant-based milk
guidance published in the federal register on February 23, 2023, docket number FDA-
2023-D-0451.

South Dakota Dairy Industry

South Dakota is home to one of the most robust and rapidly growing dairy industries in
the nation. According to a study completed by the USDA-National Agriculture Statistics
Service (NASS) in 2020, South Dakota milk production for the year totaled 1.474 billion
pounds, an 11% increase from 2019. South Dakota’s dairy industry works to supply the
nation with ready to consume milk, cheese, and many other dairy products. Producers
have worked hard to establish a good rapport with consumers, and continued
misinformation between milk and plant-based milk alternatives will have a detrimental
effect on that relationship.

Hope to see many of you
at the Central Plains
Dairy Expo annual golf
outing in less than 1
week!!!

South Dakota Dairy Producers,
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Renew or Join SDDP today by becoming a producer or industry partner!

New memberships updated as 2023 Dues Come In

Thank you to our *2023 Industry Sponsors—Strength in Partnerships!

3 Star ($2,500+)
Summit Engineering & Construction Agropur Novita Nutrition ~ Valley Queen Cheese
Farm Credit Services of America American National Insurance

2 Star ($1,000+
AMPI  DiamondV  JPW Nutrition LLC East River Electric Coop  Marsh McLennan Agency
First Dakota National Bank Western Ag Enterprises, Inc. Chandler Feeds
Prairie Farms Bel Brand USA/Brookings Zoetis American Edge Grain (AEG)

1 Star ($500+)
Udder Tech Inc.  Van Bruggen & Vande Vegte PC  American Agco Stockwell Engineering
Dairy Farmers of America Nutrient Advisors Alltech Inc  FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative
Post Equipment DCC Waterbeds Gorter’s Clay & Dairy Equipment GEVO
A1 Development Solutions  POET/DakotaGold David Skaggs
Settje Agri-Services and Engineering Phibro Midwest Livestock Supply REVRLG

Individual ($150+)
Great Plains Dairy Association EasyFix USA
Rabo AgriFinance East Prairie Labs  Cypher Consulting

Association Support
Midwest Dairy - SD Beef Industry - Central Plains Dairy Foundation- SD Soybean - Nebraska State Dairy
Assoc
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