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• Randy Gross,V Chair: 

605.864.1422 

• Doug Ode, Secretary: 

605.351.6631 

• Donovan Coetzee, 

Treas: 714.552.8066 

• Rodney Elliot, 

605.520.9044 

•Mike Cypher,  

605.941.5595 

•Allen Merrill,  

605.929.6406 

•Deb Wehde, 

712.578.8877 

•Darrel Rennich,  

605.695.3676 

 

 

•SDDP Staff,  

Tom Peterson 

605.251.2439 

SDDP Board Take Up Concerns with Upcoming Proposed Sioux 

Falls Ballot Initiative: 

During the recent SDDP Board Meeting on August 9th, SDDP leader-

ship addressed the situation facing the Wholestone Farm project in 

Sioux Falls. The board had previously agreed to support an ag coali-

tion with principles established by many key South Dakota agriculture 

groups regarding ag development like the Wholestone project. These 

principles can be summarized as supportive of public input in devel-

oping zoning ordinances, valuing and supporting business climates 

and policies allowing South Dakota to develop successful projects in 

the state, and opposing efforts to place harmful precedence against 

businesses that follow guidelines set forth by federal, state, and local 

entities. Essentially supporting a process where once established 

zoning and permitting requirements are met, those approved projects 

should be able to move forward without interruption. 

In order to have documentation for supporting value-added agricul-

ture development, the SDDP Board is in the process of drafting a pro-

posed resolution of this support. Once approved by the SDDP Board 

it would then be brought forward at the SDDP Annual Meeting for for-

mal adoption, but could also be referenced to prior if the need arises. 

The proposed resolution would be in alignment with existing resolu-

tions where SDDP supports rural infrastructure for processing, em-

bracing new and existing technologies, and providing future opportu-

nities for agricultures youth. Board leadership feels that while the 

Sioux Falls issue is specific to a hog processing facility and a single 

municipality, the precedent could dangerously impact any value-

added agriculture project anywhere in the state in the future. 
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     Senator Thune Takes Up SDDP Invitation to Visit Dairy Farm: 

Early into this fall recess, Senator John Thune accepted an invitation coordinated by 
SDDP to visit a South Dakota dairy farm along with staff from the Senators office. The 
Senator heard directly from the team at Garfield Dairy along with SDDP 
representatives on the growth South Dakota has recognized with the dairy industry.  
Along with the exciting growth come challenges too and the group expressed that 
securing labor remains SDDP’s and South Dakota dairy farmers number one issue.  
The group urged support for a Senate version of the Farm Workforce Modernization 
Act and to work with the Ag Workforce Coalition group which recently delivered a 
letter to all Senators pressing for an ag workforce bill to come out of the Senate. While 
it is difficult to gain any commitment from visits like this, the consensus of the group is 
we must keep delivering the message.  Senator Thune and the entourage also made 
a stop at Agropur in Lake Norden.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the recess, Senator Thune and staff will also be making appearances at 
upcoming events like the Brown County Fair, Turner County Fair, DakotaFest and the 
South Dakota State Fair.  SDDP urges membership present at any of these events to 
take any opportunity to express support of the need for legislature to provide for a 
secure ag workforce. 
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SDDP Represented at NMPF State Association Summit:  

SDDP Board Chair Marv Post and ED Peterson, along with 

dairy state trade association leaders from across the nation, 

were hosted by NMPF at the 3rd annual State Association 

Summit.  A key topic of the summit included NMPF’s draft 

recommendations on updating the FMMO.  An overview of NMPF’s FMMO taskforce 

work included a deep dive into the formulas and assessment of what changes could be 

in dairy farmers interests.  The proposed recommendations are posted on NMPF’s 

website  www.nmpf.org. SDDP has stayed course regarding the FMMO reform process 

with the primary objective to have a seat at the table for better understanding and to 

educate members. SDDP also remains a coalition member of a regional group consisting 

of Edge, DBA of Wisconsin, MN Milk, Iowa State Dairy and Nebraska State Dairy Assoc. 
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Thank you to our *2022 Industry Sponsors—Strength in Partnerships! 

 

3 Star ($2,500+) 

Summit Engineering & Construction   Agropur   Novita Nutrition   Valley Queen Cheese 
 

2 Star ($1,000+) 

  Farm Credit Services of America  AMPI  Diamond V             JPW Nutrition LLC                                         
East River Electric Coop  Marsh McLennan Agency  First Dakota National Bank 

Chandler Feeds       Prairie Farms       Bel Brand USA/Brookings  

 

1 Star ($500+) 

  Udder Tech Inc.  Van Bruggen & Vande Vegte PC  American Agco   Stockwell Engineering 

Stray Voltage Consulting   Dellait—Animal Nutrition and Health 

Dairy Farmers of America   Nutrient Advisors  Alltech Inc   FarmFirst Dairy Cooperative 

Post Equipment  DCC Waterbeds  Gorter’s Clay & Dairy Equipment  GEVO 

A1 Development Solutions   POET/DakotaGold  David Skaggs   

Settje Agri-Services and Engineering     Phibro   Midwest Livestock Supply 

 

Individual ($150+) 

Great Plains Dairy Association   EasyFix USA   

Rabo Finance    East Prairie Labs   Cypher Consulting 

 

Association Support 

Midwest Dairy - SD Beef Industry - Central Plains Dairy Foundation - SD Soybean - Nebraska State Dairy Assoc 


